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Preparations Underway for 
Ninth Annual Acquisition/Procurement
Seminar

Mannheim, Germany, Site of 
1997 International Seminar
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T
he Ninth Annual International
Acquisition/Procurement Semi-
nar will be held in Mannheim,
Germany, at the Federal Acade-
my of Defense Administration

and Military Technology (BAkWVT),
7-11 July, 1997. The Federal Academy,
which hosted the fifth Seminar four
years ago, becomes the first Interna-
tional Defense Educational Arrange-
ment (IDEA) member institution to
host two Seminars.

Planning is well underway, and much
of the schedule is complete. The Semi-
nar focus, as always, will be interna-
tional cooperative acquisition projects,
or “armaments cooperation”—the term
more commonly used in the interna-
tional community. As in past seminars,
the German, French, British, and
American acquisition practices, as
related to international projects, will
be covered in depth. 

Alfred Volkman, the Assistant Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense for Arma-
ments Cooperation, has agreed to pro-
vide the U.S. national presentation.
For the first time, a presentation on
global defense trends will be provided
by a representative of the Australian
Defense Forces Academy. There will
also be presentations on international
project management from government
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and industry, cost performance
responsibility, as well as several work-
shops and tours. The last day of the
Seminar will offer participants a
choice between presentations on
acquisition/procurement education or
foreign comparative testing.

Last year’s Seminar, conducted at the
Royal Military College of Science
(RMCS) in the United Kingdom,
proved a resounding success. Over 70
participants from nine nations attend-
ed: the four member nations consist-
ing of the United States, United King-
dom, Germany, and France; plus
Canada, Denmark, The Netherlands,
Spain, and Australia. In addition to
international cooperative acquisition
projects, other topics covered included

comparative acquisition prac-
tices of the IDEA nations,
international project manage-
ment, intellectual property
rights, international industri-
al cooperation, and acquisi-
tion/procurement education. 

The Annual Seminar has a
bonus to the U.S. acquisition
workforce participants in pro-
viding equivalency to the
assignment-specific Multina-
tional Program Management
Course (Defense Acquisition
University Course PMT 202).

For the U.S. acquisition workforce
participants in the European theater,

this is a unique,
annual opportunity
to obtain acquisi-
tion training and
education along
with their allied
peers at a level
appropriate to their
experience, with-
out incurring the
significant expense
of traveling back to
the United States.

For those interest-
ed in attending
this year’s event,

please see the Seminar ad on p. 29 of
this issue. 
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